STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

November 29, 1989

ALL-COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. 1-30-89
TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENTS

SUBJECT: FEDERAL DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE FOR ELIGIBLE LEGALIZED ALIENS (ELAs)

This letter is to transmit a news release (attachment) from the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (IN3S) containing a policy clarification regarding the
receipt of Federal disaster relief assistance by ELAs under the Immigration Reform
and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986.

The following information is relevant to County Welfare Departments with a service
population that includes ELAs, who may be reluctant to apply for Federal emergency
assistance for fear that their opportunity to become permanent legalized residents
would be jeopardized.

The news release states that financial assistance under any Federal Disaster
Program does not constitute public cash assisfance and should not affect an
alien's ability to become a permanent resident., In addition, INS will not seek
any information to identify aliens receiving emergency aid, There i3, however, a
residency requirement to be eligible for the 3mall Business Administration loan
and grant program (please refer to attachment).

We encourage you to share this information with your staff or those who deal with
IRCA aliens.

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Lee Davis, Program Ahalyst
Immigration and Resettlement Bureau, at {916) 322-5554,

Deputy Director
Welfare Program Division

cc:  CWDA

Attachment
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